
HORIZON INTERNATIONAL 

SCHOOL                                        

KS4 CURRICULUM BOOKLET 

 

      

EVERYONE COUNTS, EVERYONE CONTRIBUTES, EVERYONE SUCCEEDS 

      

       

                www.hisdubai.ae 

 



  

Contents 
Contents .................................................................................................................................... 1 

Introduction .............................................................................................................................. 2 

Alternative Pathway ASDAN .................................................................................................... 3 

Arabic A ..................................................................................................................................... 4 

Arabic B ..................................................................................................................................... 5 

Art & Design .............................................................................................................................. 8 

Business .................................................................................................................................. 12 

Computer Science .................................................................................................................. 17 

Dance ....................................................................................................................................... 22 

Drama ...................................................................................................................................... 27 

English Language & Literature .............................................................................................. 32 

Geography ............................................................................................................................... 40 

History ..................................................................................................................................... 45 

Islamic Native .......................................................................................................................... 50 

Islamic Non-Native ................................................................................................................. 55 

Mathematics ........................................................................................................................... 60 

Media ....................................................................................................................................... 65 

Modern Foreign Languages ................................................................................................... 71 

Physical Education .................................................................................................................. 77 

Psychology............................................................................................................................... 81 

Science (Combined & Triple) .................................................................................................. 85 

UAE Moral, Social & Cultural Studies .................................................................................... 98 

Key Professionals / Contacts ................................................................................................. 94 

      

 

  

Contents 



 
We would like to take this opportunity to welcome you and your child to Key Stage 4. We 

will work closely with you over the next two years to ensure the academic and pastoral 

needs are met during Years 10 and 11. We have high expectations and foster a strong 

work ethic right from the start, enabling students to reach their potential in their GCSE 

subjects and we are proud of our record of academic success. 

We understand, as parents, it is important for you to know what your child is learning in 

school. This guide gives you an overview of the KS4 curriculum content your child will be 

learning each term in each subject, the key learning objectives, concepts, and success 

criteria throughout the academic year. If you require any further information or would 

like to make suggestions as to how we can ensure you have the key information relevant 

to your child’s learning, please contact your child’s subject teacher, who will be happy to 

help. 

We aim to draw upon the best elements of the English National Curriculum, combined 

with the depth and range of subjects which are appropriate to an international school in 

Dubai. The aim of our curriculum is to challenge and inspire all learners to develop their 

skills and nurture values through a love of learning so that they can responsibly embrace 

the diverse challenges of tomorrow. It is our intention that students achieve a place at 

their first-choice university or chosen Post-18 pathway. 

Our assessment philosophy aims to focus on what is important: students are able to view 

assessments as opportunities to learn and develop, not as opportunities to be judged. 

Or, put simply, students take responsibility for their own learning – they know what they 

need to be able to do, what they can currently do, how they are going to get there, and 

what they need to improve on. The impact of developing engagement with their own 

assessment capability at an early age will be two-fold: 

• Academic success: maximising of potential in high stake public exams (GCSEs and 

A-Levels)  

• Learning skills success: developing a wide range of learning skills in our students 

which supports their application to learning 

Parents will receive regular reports at appropriate times in the school year and will have 

the opportunity to meet with their child’s teachers. We actively encourage all students 

and parents to attend Student/Parent Conferences which enable students to take 

responsibility for their own learning as they grow in ‘assessment capability’. 

We also offer the ASDAN programme for students with special educational needs. Further 

information regarding provision for students of determination is available through our 

Achievement Centre. 
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Alternative Pathway ASDAN: Curriculum Ambition 

Horizon International School’s provides an inclusive environment for all students. Our students are provided with the opportunity to discover, develop and 

make use of their abilities to affirm their identities, contribute to society, and challenge educational and social inequalities through a range of ASDAN 

accredited course. ASDAN engages students through relevant and motivating courses to achieve meaningful learning outcomes, which elevate them to go on 

to further education, training and work, and empower them to take control of their lives. 

Through the ASDAN Personal Development program, students will: 

•Display pride in achievement and commitment to learning 

•Develop self-confidence, self-awareness and understanding of how to be a successful learner 

•Gain employability skills so that learners are well prepared for the next stage of their education, employment, self-employment or training 

•Develop knowledge of how to keep themselves healthy, both emotionally and physically, including through exercising and healthy eating 

•Foster personal development, so that learners are well prepared to respect others and contribute to wider society 

•Develop critical thinking skills that will enable them to analyze complex problems and identify effective solutions 

•Enhance their problem-solving abilities through real-world scenarios 

 

These aims are realised through our curriculum which: 

• Providing opportunities for students to set personal goals and work towards achieving them. 

• Engaging in a range of activities and projects that allow them to showcase their achievements and celebrate their progress. 

• Regular feedback and recognition from teachers and peers help students develop a sense of pride in their accomplishments and maintain their commitment to learning. 

• Develop self-confidence, self-awareness, and understanding of how to be a successful learner: 

• Students participate in workshops and discussions that promote self-awareness, helping them identify their strengths and areas for improvement. 

• By setting challenging goals and working towards them, students develop a sense of accomplishment and build confidence in their abilities as learners. 

• Students engage in work-related scenarios, mock interviews, and skill-building exercises to enhance their readiness for future education or employment opportunities. 

• The curriculum also focuses on developing transferable skills that can be applied across various industries and settings. 

• Through community service projects and volunteering opportunities, students learn the importance of contributing to their communities and making a positive impact 

on society. 

 

These aims are also implemented through data, assessment, reporting, moderation and student voice which: 

 

• Values and recognises the importance of students’ effort, engagement and attitude to learning within every lesson and every piece of work 

• Provides regular, effective feedback to students on how to progress further, supported with a success criteria rubric for each topic 

• Captures and analyses data consistently to inform planning, intervention, modification and adaptation, progress and attainment with trends in key groups 

• Provides written reports to parents and through parent teacher consultation to discuss individual student progress, strengths and areas for development 

• Engage in regular moderation activities, which  involves sharing samples of student work, assessing the work against predetermined success criteria rubrics and 

discussing the outcomes with colleagues to ensure that the same standards are being applied consistently across the department and secondary school 

 

 



  

ASDAN Bronze Award Curriculum 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ASDAN Bronze Award Success Criteria 



 

ASDAN Silver Award Curriculum 



 

ASDAN Silver Award Success Criteria 



  

ASDAN Gold Award Curriculum 



  



 

ASDAN Gold Award Success Criteria 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arabic A: Curriculum Ambition 

 إلى منهجنا يهدف. العربية اللغة دراسة في للتوسع شديد واهتمام بحماس الثانوية بالمرحلة يلتحقون ما غالبا الذين  والقادرين، اللامعين الشباب من هم الدولية هورايزون مدرسة طلاب

 :من والتأكد ذلك  على البناء

 . الفصيحة العربية باللغة والاستماع والتحدث  والكتابة القراءة مهارات  في الكفاءة تطوير  •

 . وعاداتها وتقاليدها تاريخها ذلك في بما ، العربية باللغة الناطقة للبلدان والفهم الثقافية المعرفة واكتساب  متينة لغوية وحصيلة أساس بناء  •

 المشاركة على ذلك وسيشجع. مختلفة مواضيع حول والمناظرات  والمناقشات  المحادثات  في المشاركة من وتمكينهم الطلاب، لدى الأربع العربية اللغة وتطويرمهارات  اكتساب   •

 . العربية باللغة وأفكارهم آرائهم عن للتعبير للطلاب  فرصًا ويوفر النشطة

 من مختلفة وأساليب  لأنواع تعريضهم مع اللغوية مهاراتهم تعزيز إلى ذلك سيؤدي. والقصائد  الإخبارية والمقالات  الأدب  مثل الأصيلة، العربية النصوص  من مجموعة استكشاف •

 . لديهم النقدي التفكير لتطويرمهارات  بالإضافة العربية الكتابة

 

 :خلال من الدراسية مناهجنا أهداف تحقيق سيتم 

 . خرينالآ مع التحدث  في الفصيحة اللغة وممارسة ، الشفوية التقديمية والعروض  ، المقالات  وكتابة ، القراءةو الصف، داخل التفاعلية اللغة أنشطة مثل  ، الأنشطة من مجموعة •

 .الطلاب  لدى اللغة مهارات  تطوير في سيساعد  وهذا الجماعي والعمل والمناظرات  والمناقشات  الأدوار ولعب  الصفية الأنشطة في المشاركة  •

 .العربية بالمجتمعات  المتعلقة المعاصرة والقضايا والعادات  والتقاليد  والتاريخ بالأدب  المتعلقة الموضوعات  بعض  دراسة  •

 . الثقافي لوعيل اتعزيزً  وذلك والفن، اوالموسيق والأفلام الأدب  مثل ، الأصيلة الثقافية للمواد  التعرض    •

 .لغتهم تطوير مسؤولية وتحمل مستقلين متعلمين يصبحوا أن على الطلاب  تشجيع •

 

 :الذي الطلاب وصوت المستمر والتدقيق التقارير وإعداد والتقييم البيانات خلال من المنهاج أهداف تنفيذ يتم

  .العمل من جزء وكل درس كل في التعلم من وموقفهم ومشاركتهم الطلاب  جهد  أهمية ويدرك يقدر  •

 . موضوع لكل النجاح معايير بنموذج مدعومة ، أكثر التقدم  كيفية حول للطلاب  وفعالة منتظمة ملاحظات  يوفر •

 .الدراسية المرحلة يناسب  بما والتحصيل والتقدم والتكيف  والتعديل الدروس وإعداد  التخطيط أجل من باستمرار ويحللها البيانات  يجمع •
 والتدقيق الإشراف أنشطة في الانخراطو التطوير ومجالات  القوة ونقاط الفردي الطالب  تقدم لمناقشة والمعلمين الأمور أولياء استشارة خلال ومن الأمور لأولياء مكتوبة تقارير يقدم  •

 باستمرار المعايير نفس تطبيق لضمان الزملاء مع النتائج ومناقشة مسبقا المحددة النجاح معايير باستخدام  العمل ،وتقييم الطلاب  عمل من عينات  مشاركة تتضمن والتي ، المنتظمة
 الثانوية والمدرسة القسم داخل



 

Arabic A: KS4 Curriculum 



 



 

Arabic A: KS4 Success Criteria 



 



  

Arabic B: Curriculum Ambition 

Horizon International School’s pupils are bright and able young people who often enter KS3 with enthusiasm and a keen interest in Arabic B. Our curriculum aims to build 

on this and ensure that they: 

• Develop proficiency in reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills in Arabic as a second language 

• Provide a solid foundation in vocabulary, grammar, and sentence structure 

• Gain cultural knowledge and understanding of Arabic-speaking countries, including their history, traditions, and customs 

• Acquire effective communication skills in Arabic, enabling them to engage in conversations, discussions, and debates on various topics 

• Explore a range of authentic Arabic texts, such as literature, news articles and poems 

• Develop critical thinking and analytical skills through the study of Arabic texts, encouraging students to interpret and evaluate information in Arabic 

• Foster a love for Arabic language and culture, inspiring students to continue learning and using Arabic beyond the classroom. To provide engaging and meaningful 

learning experiences that make Arabic language learning enjoyable and rewarding  

• Support students in preparing for external language proficiency examinations, such as the Arabic GCSE or equivalent assessments. It will align with the examination 

requirements and provide ample opportunities for students to practice and develop the necessary skills 

• Encourage independent learning and self-reflection, enabling students to set goals, monitor their progress, and take ownership of their language learning journey 

• Promote inclusivity and celebrate diversity within the Arabic-speaking world, ensuring that all students feel valued and respected regardless of their background or 

proficiency level in Arabic 

 

These aims are realised through our curriculum which:  

• Our curriculum aims will be achieved through a range of activities, such as interactive language exercises, reading comprehension tasks, essay writing, oral 

presentations, and language practice with native speakers 

•  Engagement in authentic communication. Classroom activities, role-plays, discussions, debates, and group work will help develop students' communication skills 

• Study some topics related  literature, history, traditions, customs, and contemporary issues related to Arab societies. Exposure to authentic cultural materials, such as 

literature, films, music, and art, can promote cultural awareness 

• Independent Learning: The curriculum aims to encourage students to become independent learners and take responsibility for their own language development 

• The students will use of digital resources, online platforms, language learning apps, multimedia materials, and communication tools that facilitate language practice 

and authentic interaction 

 

These aims are also implemented through data, assessment, reporting, moderation and student voice which: 

• Values and recognises the importance of students’ effort, engagement and attitude to learning within every lesson and every piece of work 

• Provides regular, effective feedback to students on how to progress further, supported with a success criteria rubric for each topic 

• Captures and analyses data consistently to inform planning, intervention, modification and adaptation, progress and attainment with trends in key groups 

• Provides written reports to parents and through parent teacher consultation to discuss individual student progress, strengths and areas for development 

• Engage in regular moderation activities, which involves sharing samples of student work, assessing the work against predetermined success criteria rubrics and 

discussing the outcomes with colleagues to ensure that the same standards are being applied consistently across the department and secondary school 

• Utilises student voice through digital forms to inform CPD where appropriate 

 



  

Arabic B: KS4 Curriculum 



 

Arabic B: KS4 Success Criteria 



  

Art & Design: Curriculum Ambition 

Horizon International School’s pupils are bright and able young people who often enter KS3 with enthusiasm and a keen interest in Art and Design. Our 

curriculum aims to build on this and ensure that they: 

• Are equipped with the necessary skills to become future strong, creative thinkers, who are equipped with 21
st

 century learning skills to embrace the 

everchanging art world. 

• Enjoy creativity and engineering to develop new and exciting Artwork 

• Explore emerging techniques and skills such as digital art and printing and new styles and trends emerging for the world of Art and Fashion. 

• Explore the importance of contextual analysis and interpretation to make informed decisions 

• Foster collaboration and teamwork skills to facilitate effective communication and idea sharing 

• Provided with access to real-world brands and problems and industry experts to provide guidance and advice on trends and styles 

• Build an understanding of the idea that Art is about the IDEA not always about the look. 

• Develop skills in sewing construction and printed design with the necessary skills to succeed in the industry 

• Showcase their innovative solutions and receive feedback from peers and industry experts 

• Embrace a mindset of resilience and adaptability to cope with the fast-paced and ever-changing Art and Design world. 

 

These aims are realised through our curriculum which: 

• Includes a wide range of topics including Fine Art Textiles and 3D Design. 

• Is organised to stimulate depth and breadth of thinking, understanding and mastery of skills across 3 pathways. 

• Encourages a culture of exploration, research and application through 21
st

 century skills and techniques 

• Ensures that the curriculum is progressive, adapted, modified and diverse to develop skills based/values-based approaches so that students can articulate 

and transfer learning skills across the curriculum 

 

These aims are also implemented through data, assessment, reporting, moderation and student voice which: 

• Values and recognises the importance of students’ effort, engagement and attitude to learning within every lesson and every piece of work 

• Provides regular, effective feedback to students on how to progress further, supported with a success criteria for each topic 

• Captures and analyses data consistently to inform planning, intervention, modification and adaptation, progress and attainment with trends in key groups 

• Provides written reports to parents and through parent teacher consultation to discuss individual student progress, strengths and areas for development 

• Engage in regular moderation activities, which  involves sharing samples of student work, assessing the work against predetermined success criteria flight 

paths and discussing the outcomes with colleagues to ensure that the same standards are being applied consistently across the department and 

secondary school 

• Utilises student voice through digital forms to inform CPD where appropriate 

 



  

Art & Design: KS4 Curriculum 



 



 

Art & Design: KS4 Success Criteria 



 

Business: Curriculum Ambition 

 Horizon International School’s pupils are bright and ambitious individuals who are eager to learn and succeed in the world of business. Our curriculum is 

designed to build on your existing knowledge and enthusiasm and provide you with the skills and knowledge necessary to become successful business 

professionals. 

• In the world of business, creativity and innovation are key to success. Our curriculum encourages you to think creatively and develop new technological 

solutions to business problems. 

• Collaboration and teamwork are critical skills in the modern business landscape. Our curriculum fosters collaboration and teamwork skills to facilitate 

effective communication and idea sharing. 

• The relationship between technology and society is complex and constantly evolving. The modules will help you understand the ethical implications of 

technological, environmental and legal stances of business activities.  

• Understanding the global business environment and how businesses operate on a cross border basis broadens your knowledge further to be able to 

assess the competitive nature of business in an international market.  

• Our curriculum encourages and provides you with the opportunity to showcase your innovative skills through creative activities and receive feedback 

from peers and industry experts. We also emphasize the importance of resilience and adaptability to cope with the fast-paced and ever-changing 

demands of the business world. 

 

These aims are realised through our curriculum which: 

• Includes a wide range of topics including Business Activity & Ownership Structures, People in Business including Motivational and Leadership Styles, 

Business Finance, Marketing, Business Operations, Strategic Management & Decision Making, Global Business and so much more. 

• The curriculum is organized thematically, strategically and coherently to stimulate depth and breadth of thinking, understanding and mastery 

• Encourages a culture of exploration, research and application through 21
st

 century software applications 

• Ensures that the curriculum is progressive, adapted, modified and diverse to develop skills based/values-based approaches so that students can articulate 

and transfer learning skills across the curriculum 

 

These aims are also implemented through data, assessment, reporting and moderation which: 

• Values and recognizes the importance of students’ effort, engagement and attitude to learning within every lesson and every piece of work 

• Provides regular, effective feedback to students on how to progress further, supported with a success criteria rubric for each topic 

• Captures and analyses data consistently to inform planning, intervention, modification and adaptation, progress and attainment with trends in key groups 

• Provides written reports to parents and through parent teacher consultation to discuss individual student progress, strengths and areas for development 

• Engage in regular moderation activities, which  involves sharing samples of student work, assessing the work against predetermined success criteria 

rubrics and discussing the outcomes with colleagues to ensure that the same standards are being applied consistently across the department and 

secondary school 

 



 

Business: KS4 Curriculum 



 



 

Business: KS4 Success Criteria 



 



 

Computer Science: Curriculum Ambition 

 Horizon International School’s pupils are bright and able young people who often enter KS3 with enthusiasm and a keen interest in technology. Our curriculum 

aims to build on this and ensure that they: 

• Are equipped with the necessary skills to become future strong, digital natives, who are equipped with 21
st

 century learning skills to embrace the world 

of tomorrow 

• Enjoy creativity and innovation to develop new and advanced technological solutions 

• Explore emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence and the Internet of Things (IoT) 

• Explore the importance of data analysis and interpretation to make informed decisions 

• Foster collaboration and teamwork skills to facilitate effective communication and idea sharing 

• Incorporate interdisciplinary modules to understand the relationship between technology and society, as well as the ethical implications of technological 

advancements 

• Provided with access to real-world mentors and industry experts to provide guidance and advice on technology and innovation 

• Build an understanding of the legal and regulatory aspects of technology development and implementation 

• Develop skills in project management, software development, and user experience design with the necessary skills to succeed in the industry 

• Showcase their innovative solutions and receive feedback from peers and industry experts 

• Embrace a mindset of resilience and adaptability to cope with the fast-paced and ever-changing technological landscape 

These aims are realised through our curriculum which: 

• Includes a wide range of topics including digital communities, robotics, artificial intelligence, game design, programming, data representation and 

principles of computer science 

• Is organised thematically to stimulate depth and breadth of thinking, understanding and mastery 

• Encourages a culture of exploration, research and application through 21
st

 century software applications 

• Ensures that the curriculum is progressive, adapted, modified and diverse to develop skills based/values-based approaches so that students can articulate 

and transfer learning skills across the curriculum 

These aims are also implemented through data, assessment, reporting, moderation and student voice which: 

• Values and recognises the importance of students’ effort, engagement and attitude to learning within every lesson and every piece of work 

• Provides regular, effective feedback to students on how to progress further, supported with a success criteria rubric for each topic 

• Captures and analyses data consistently to inform planning, intervention, modification and adaptation, progress and attainment with trends in key groups 

• Provides written reports to parents and through parent teacher consultation to discuss individual student progress, strengths and areas for development 

• Engage in regular moderation activities, which  involves sharing samples of student work, assessing the work against predetermined success criteria 

rubrics and discussing the outcomes with colleagues to ensure that the same standards are being applied consistently across the department and 

secondary school 

• Utilises student voice through digital forms to inform CPD where appropriate 

 



 

Computer Science: KS4 Curriculum 



 



  

Computer Science: KS4 Success Criteria 



  



  

Dance: Curriculum Ambition 

Horizon International School’s students are creative and resilient and are willing to build on this through exploration and research. Our curriculum aims to 

build on this and ensure that they: 

• Develop creative and performance skills at a mature and professional level 

• Explore the development of skills in a variety of dance styles and genres 

• Have an emphasis on the performance aspect of dance 

• Can perform professional set repertoire to align with the GCSE course 

• Have explored a variety of stimuli and be able to fully create, develop and integrate a motif into dance.  

• Have an appreciation of dance and explore professional dance works 

• To acquire a thirst for further dance and consider undertaking an Extra-Curricular Programme 

• Understand the links and transferable skills within the Creative Arts and other aspects of learning 

• Develop an abundance of physical benefits that promotes emotional well-being 

• Learn forever skills such as leadership, collaboration, problem solving and the ability to be innovative  

• Develop their confidence, boost their self-esteem and find a way for them to express themselves 

•  

These aims are realised through our curriculum which: 

 

• Explores a wide variety of genres and styles of dance allowing a depth in knowledge and understanding 

• Encourages exploration of choreography, performance and appreciation of dance 

• Ensures adaptation, diversity and change based on the demands of the curriculum, historical, cultural and social environment 

• Encourages expression and freedom for everybody through creation and movement 

 

These aims are also implemented through data, assessment, reporting, moderation and student voice which: 

 

• Is shared with, explored and discussed with all learners. 

• Is used by teachers and students to monitor, promote and celebrate learning and evaluate teaching 

• Allows students to be able to assess their own work and that of others through a variety of formative and summative assessments 

• provides feedback that is used to stimulate thinking, celebrates achievement and feeds forward 

• Provides written reports to parents and through parent teacher consultation to discuss individual student progress, strengths and areas for development 

• Allows students to have a say in areas of development and actively involves them in their learning 

 



 

Dance: KS4 Curriculum 



  

 



 



 

Dance: KS4 Success Criteria 



 

Drama: Curriculum Ambition 

At Horizon International School, we recognise the importance of drama in developing pupil's sense of voice and confidence in themselves as young people. 

Through our drama curriculum, we aim to ensure our students: 

• Enjoy and engage in being creative thinkers in the drama classroom 

• Explore and express their own ideas when working with scripts or devising their own drama work. 

• Develop performance skills, enabling them to effectively communicate their ideas and engage with an audience.  

• Experience leadership opportunities to nurture their creative voice as a director in the drama process. 

• Build on their collaboration skills to develop resilience, empathy and respect of their peers in the creative process. 

• Learn to problem solve and develop creative solutions when devising or staging scripted drama. 

• Develop critical thinking and be able to analyse and interpret drama scripts and performances. 

 

These aims are realised through our curriculum which: 

• Encompasses a diverse range of topics that reflect theatre history and the contemporary theatrical landscape. This will broaden pupil’s understanding of 

different perspectives of theatre and inspire their own creative work. 

• Cultivates a culture of exploration: We encourage students to explore, research, and apply their knowledge and skills to bring dramatic texts to life or 

create their own devised work in unique ways. 

• Embraces emerging trends in drama and theatre, incorporating new approaches, techniques, and technologies that reflect the contemporary theatre 

scene. By staying current with developments in the field, our curriculum ensures that students experience innovation in theatre. 

• Fosters skills such as critical thinking, communication, collaboration, creativity, and cultural awareness. Additionally, we place great importance on 

values-based approaches, fostering empathy, inclusivity, respect, and ethical considerations in all aspects of drama education. 

 

These aims are also implemented through data, assessment, reporting, moderation and student voice which: 

• Values and recognises the importance of students’ effort, engagement and attitude to learning within every lesson and every piece of drama work. 

• Provides regular, effective feedback to students on how to progress further, supported with a success criteria rubric for each topic. 

• Captures and analyses data consistently to inform planning, intervention, modification and adaptation, progress and attainment with trends in key 

groups. 

• Provides written reports to parents and through parent teacher consultation to discuss individual student progress, strengths and areas for 

development. 

• Engage in regular moderation activities, which  involves sharing samples of student work, assessing the work against predetermined success criteria 

rubrics and discussing the outcomes with colleagues to ensure that the same standards are being applied consistently across the department and 

secondary school. 

• Utilises student voice through digital forms to inform CPD where appropriate. 

 



Drama: KS4 Curriculum 



  



 

Drama: KS4 Success Criteria 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English: Curriculum Ambition 

Horizon International School’s pupils are bright and able young people who often enter in Year 7 with good reading, writing and oracy skills. Our curriculum 

aims to build on this and ensure that they: 

• Enjoy and appreciate English and all it has to offer, including opportunities for creativity, curiosity and self-expression 

• Are encouraged to develop a lifelong love of English and are encouraged to continue their studies at a higher level 

• Are challenged to develop into highly skilled, independent readers and writers  

• Engage with a broad range of texts to recognise, explore and celebrate our international community’s various cultures 

• Explore the ways in which texts reflect and interact with their social, cultural, political, historical context 

• Continuously broaden their repertoire of vocabulary to be able to express complex ideas in a specific and sophisticated way 

• Can communicate confidently and appropriately through spoken language in a range of situations 

• Are equipped with the necessary skills to become active, successful citizens who responsibly embrace the challenges of tomorrow 

 

These aims are realised through our curriculum which: 

• Includes a wide range of high-quality texts including: poetry, drama, fiction, non-fiction, media and the spoken word 

• Is organised thematically to stimulate depth and breadth of thinking 

• Encourages a culture of reading through continuous Library access, weekly reading lessons and shared class reading 

• Encourages a culture of writing through lessons where the process of drafting, editing and re-drafting is developed as a tool for learning across the 

curriculum 

• Ensures that the curriculum is progressive, adapted, and diverse to develop skills based/values-based approaches so that students can articulate and 

transfer learning skills across the curriculum 

 

These aims are also implemented through data, assessment, reporting and moderation which: 

• Values and recognises the importance of students’ effort, engagement and attitude to learning within every lesson and every piece of work 

• Provides regular, effective feedback to students on how to progress further, supported with a success criteria rubric for each topic 

• Captures and analyses data consistently to inform planning, intervention, modification and adaptation, progress and attainment with trends in key groups 

• Provides written reports to parents and through parent teacher consultation to discuss individual student progress, strengths and areas for development 

• Engage in regular moderation activities, which involves sharing samples of student work, assessing the work against predetermined success criteria rubrics 

and discussing the outcomes with colleagues to ensure that the same standards are being applied consistently across the department and secondary 

school 

 



 

English Language: KS4 Curriculum 



 



 

English Language: KS4 Success Criteria 



 



 

English Literature: KS4 Curriculum 



 



 

English Literature: KS4 Success Criteria 



  

Geography: Curriculum Ambition 

Horizon International School welcomes pupils from around the world with a desire to share their life experiences and learn about cultures around the world. 

To build on this there is a different focus, while embedding core geographical skills to prepare students for their IGCSE. Our curriculum ensures that they: 

• Develop an understanding of the processes affecting human and physical environments  

• Explore an understanding of place on a local, regional and global scale  

• To incorporate geographical statistics into analysis and written work 

• Build an understanding of how communities around the world are affected and constrained by different environments  

• To carry out geographical investigations and use the findings to inform research  

• To engage with geographical issues and create ideas and solutions that will have a positive long-term impact on the human and physical environment 

• Explore the duty present and future generations have in creating a sustainable world  

• Build communication skills to confidently present and discuss contemporary issues 

• Foster collaboration and teamwork skills to facilitate effective communication and idea sharing 

 

These aims are realised through our curriculum which: 

• Includes a wide range of topics including rivers and coasts, fragile environments, population dynamics, migration across the globe, contrasts between 

urban and rural living and global biomes.  

• Is organised to ensure students have the chance to build on previous skills, develop an in depth understanding of complex issues and so contemporary 

case studies are included throughout. 

• Encourages a culture of research into the most recent geographical examples.  

 

These aims are also implemented through utilizing data, assessment, reporting, moderation and student input: 

• Students are regularly provided with effective feedback on how to further progress using the Geography success criteria rubric which takes into account 

different geographical skills and factors.  

• Data is used to inform planning to ensure modification and adaption as well as monitoring progress within specific geographical skills.  

• Provides written reports to parents and through parent teacher consultation to discuss individual student progress, strengths and areas for development 

• Utilises student voice through where appropriate.  

• Student engagement and effort is valued within and prioritised within every lessonIs organised to ensure students have the chance to build on previous 

skills, develop an in depth understanding of complex issues and so contemporary case studies are included throughout. 

• Encourages a culture of research into the most recent geographical examples  



Geography: KS4 Curriculum 



  



Geography: KS4 Success Criteria 



  



  

History: Curriculum Ambition 

Horizon International School’s pupils are bright and able young people who often enter KS3 with enthusiasm and a keen interest in technology. Our curriculum 

aims to build on this and ensure that they: 

• Are equipped with the necessary skills to become future historians, who are equipped with 21st century learning skills to embrace the world of tomorrow 

• Enjoy exploring the past and its impact on the present and future 

• Explore significant historical events, periods and societies 

• Explore the importance of historical evidence and interpretation in understanding the past 

• Foster collaboration and teamwork skills to facilitate effective communication and idea sharing 

• Incorporate interdisciplinary modules to understand the relationship between history and society, as well as the ethical implications of historical events 

• Provided with access to real-world mentors and industry experts to provide guidance and advice on historical research and analysis 

• Build an understanding of the legal and regulatory aspects of historical research and preservation 

• Develop skills in historical research, analysis, and interpretation with the necessary skills to succeed their adult working life 

 

These aims are realised through our curriculum which: 

• Includes a wide range of topics including the Norman conquest, world wars, revolutions, historical figures, and principles of historical research 

• Is organised thematically to stimulate depth and breadth of thinking, understanding and mastery 

• Encourages a culture of exploration, research and application through 21st century research tools 

• Ensures that the curriculum is progressive, adapted, modified and diverse to develop skills based/values-based approaches so that students can articulate 

and transfer learning skills across the curriculum 

 

These aims are also implemented through data, assessment, reporting, moderation and student voice which: 

• Values and recognises the importance of students’ effort, engagement and attitude to learning within every lesson and every piece of work 

• Provides regular, effective feedback to students on how to progress further, supported with a success criteria rubric for each topic 

• Captures and analyses data consistently to inform planning, intervention, modification and adaptation, progress and attainment with trends in key 

groups 

• Provides written reports to parents and through parent teacher consultation to discuss individual student progress, strengths and areas for 

development 

• Engage in regular moderation activities, which involves sharing samples of student work, assessing the work against predetermined success criteria 

rubrics and discussing the outcomes with colleagues to ensure that the same standards are being applied consistently across the department and 

secondary school 

• Utilises student voice through digital forms to inform CPD where appropriate 

 



 

History: KS4 Curriculum 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

History: KS4 Success Criteria 



 



  

Islamic Native: Curriculum Ambition 

 سم تلاميذ مدرسة هورايزون الدولية بالذكاء والقدرة على فهم وتلاوة وتحليل تعاليم الدين الإسلامي مما يعزز مهاراتهم. يهدف منهجنا إلى البناء على هذا والتأكد من أنهم:

الإسلامية الطريقة على بانتظام الأفراد به يقوم الذي الوحيد والشيء والإيمان الإسلام أركان ممارسة على قادرون*  

والاجتماعية  الروحية الحياة بين  التوازن تحقيق على تشُجع*   

مجتمعك  تجاه خاص بارتباط بالشعور للالتزام داعمين*  

.لبلدهم  وفقا التقاليد وكذلك والإسلامية الاجتماعية الثقافة حول تثقيف*  

( كمسلمين والتصرف والتفكير والشعور القول) والاستكشاف للتعرف الإسلام وتعاليم ، الأنبياء أحاديث وقصص ، القرآنية النصوص من  واسعة مجموعة في الانخراط*  

والتاريخي والسياسي والثقافي الاجتماعي سياقها مع  وتتفاعل لتعكس للإسلام المهمة والشخصيات الأحداث استكشف*  

اليومية المشكلات وكذلك المشكلات مع  للتعامل وذهنياً نفسياً قوياً شخصًا تصبح أن على تدرب*  

بمسؤولية الغد تحديات يتقبلون ومواطنين وناجحين نشطين مسلمين ليصبحوا اللازمة بالمهارات مجهزين  يكونوا أن*  

 تتحقق هذه الأهداف من خلال منهجنا الذي :

المعاصرة القضايا والشخصيات، النبوية السيرة ومقاصدها، الإسلام أحكام وآدابه، الإسلام قيم ، الإسلامية العقيدة ، الإلهي  الوحي) الإسلامية التربية مادة تدريس في والتعليم التربية وزارة/  البشرية والتنمية  المعرفة هيئة معايير يشمل*  

التفكير واتساع عمق لتحفيز موضوعي بشكل تنظيمه يتم*  

الأسبوعي الموضوع وتخصيص المكتبة إلى المستمر الوصول خلال من والحفظ والقراءة للتلاوة فرصًا ويوفر يشجع*  

.المعاصرة والقضايا والأحاديث القرآنية الآيات وتحليل وحفظ لتلاوة المدرسة وبعد المدرسة في الدروس وترتيب تنظيم*  

.حاجتهم حسب عميق بفهم والمعنى المناسب التجويد أحكام تطبيق  مع القرآنية السور وتعلم ، الموضوع في للتحقيق تدريجياً  وتكييفه تعديله يجب المنهج أن من تأكد*  

  الدراسية المناهج عبر ونقلها عنها  والتعبير التعلم مهارات في التفكير للطلاب يمكن حيث والقيم المهارات على قائمة مناهج لتطوير اللاصفية والمسابقات والأحداث والتجمعات الأنشطة من جزءًا يكونوا  بأن  اهتمامهم لتطوير الفرص توفير يضمن

 يتم تنفيذ هذه الأهداف أيضًا من خلال البيانات والتقييم والإبلاغ والاعتدال والتي:

العمل من جزء وكل درس كل في التعلم تجاه وسلوكهم ومشاركتهم الطلاب جهود أهمية وإدراك قيم*  

موضوع لكل النجاح معايير تقييم بقاعدة مدعومًا ، أكبر بشكل التقدم كيفية حول للطلاب وفعالة منتظمة ملاحظات يوفر*  

تفاعلي والتعلم التدريس لجعل المشاريع على القائم التعلم*  

التطوير ومجالات القوة ونقاط الفردي الطالب تقدم لمناقشة والمعلمين الأمور أولياء استشارة خلال ومن  الأمور أولياء إلى مكتوبة تقارير يقدم*  

.القسم عبر باستمرار المعايير نفس تطبيق لضمان الزملاء مع النتائج  ومناقشة مسبقاً المحددة النجاح معايير لنماذج وفقاً العمل وتقييم ، الطلاب عمل من عينات مشاركة تتضمن والتي ، المنتظمة الاعتدال أنشطة في الانخراط*  

   لإبلاغ الرقمية النماذج خلال من الطالب صوت يستخدم*

 



  

Islamic Native: KS4 Curriculum 



 



  

Islamic Native: KS4 Success Criteria 



 



  

Islamic Non-Native: Curriculum Ambition 

Horizon International School’s pupils are bright and able to understand, recite and analyse the teaching of Islamic which enhance their skills. Our curriculum 

aims to build on this and ensure that they: 

•  Are able practice the Pillars of Islam, Iman and single thing that individuals do regularly in the Islamic way 

•  Are Encourages to balance both spiritual and social life 

• Are supportive to have bound to feel a special connection towards your community 

• Educate about the social and Islamic culture as well as tradition according to their country.  

• Engage with a broad range of Quranic text, Hadeeth stories of Prophets, teaching of Islam to recognise, explore and SFTA (saying, feeling, thinking and 

acting like a Muslims 

• Explore the Important events and personalities of Islam to reflect and interact with their social, cultural, political,  historical context 

• Train to become an emotionally and mentally strong person to deal with daily issue and problems 

• Are equipped with the necessary skills to become active, successful Muslims and citizens who responsibly embrace the challenges of tomorrow 

 

These aims are realised through our curriculum which: 

• Includes standard of KHDA/MOE in teaching an learning of Islamic Education (Divine Revelation, Islamic beliefs, Islamic ruling and aims, Islamic values 

and manners, Biographies/ personalities of Prophets and Important people in Islam, Identify the contemporary issues 

• Is organised thematically to stimulate depth and breadth of thinking 

• Encourages and provide a opportunities to recite, read, memorise through continuous Library access, weekly assign topic 

• Organise and arrange lesson in school and after school to recite, memorise and analyse the Quranic verses, Hadeeth and contemporary issues 

• Ensure that curriculum should be modified, adapted and progressive to investigate the topic, learn surah with proper tajweed and meaning with deep 

understanding as per their need. 

• Ensures to provide opportunities to develop their interest in being part of extra-curricular activities, assemblies, events, and competitions to develop 

skills-based and values-based approaches where students can reflect, articulate, and transfer learning skills across the curriculum 

 

These aims are also implemented through data, assessment, reporting and moderation which: 

• Values and recognises the importance of students’ effort, engagement and attitude to learning within every lesson and every piece of work 

• Provides regular, effective feedback to students on how to progress further, supported with a success criteria rubric for each topic 

• project-based learning to make teaching and learning interactive  

• Provides written reports to parents and through parent teacher consultation to discuss individual student progress, strengths and areas for development 

• Engage in regular moderation activities, which  involves sharing samples of student work, assessing the work against predetermined success criteria rubrics 

and discussing the outcomes with colleagues to ensure that the same standards are being applied consistently across the department.  

• Utilises student voice through digital forms to inform CPD where appropriate 

 



  

Islamic Non-Native: KS4 Curriculum 



 



 

Islamic Non-Native: KS4 Success Criteria 



 

 



  

Mathematics: Curriculum Ambition 

Mathematicians at Horizon International School enter KS3 with a strong foundation of basic skills and are motivated by challenges and problems. Our 

curriculum aims to build on this and ensure that they: 

• Have a secure understanding of what it means to be a mathematician, how mathematicians think and the role of mathematical thinking in society  

• Have a ‘big picture’ understanding of real-world problem solving and appreciate that the strength of a mathematician is not in what they know but how 

they think 

• Know how to perform mathematical processes, but more importantly they understand the reasoning behind the processes 

• Have a depth of understanding that allows them to think critically and creatively about the most efficient methods and approaches to problems 

• Have an appreciation that challenges allow us to grow and learn, and as a result they value understanding over correct answers 

• Are able to work effectively both independently and collaboratively, applying their understanding to solve a variety of problems 

• Are able to reflect on their strengths and areas for development and are motivated to take consistent and targeted actions to improve 

• Have opportunities to explore beyond the traditional curriculum, to be curious, enthusiastic and to foster a love for the subject 

 

These aims are realised through our curriculum which: 

• Is wide ranging and diverse, allowing challenge through a focus on depth of understanding over breadth and topic coverage 

• Encompasses foundational skills of mathematics as well as specialised and applied content that allows links to real-life 

• Is organised progressively to build upon prior knowledge and understanding and link across phases and subjects 

• Gives opportunities for critical thinking, metacognition and reflection 

• Encourages a culture of exploration, curiosity and development of learning skills 

• Is modified and adapted to ensure that all students are challenged at the right level 

 

These aims are also implemented through data, assessment, reporting, moderation and student voice which: 

• Values and recognises the importance of students’ effort, engagement and attitude to learning within every lesson and every piece of work 

• Provides regular, effective feedback to students on how to progress further, supported with a success criteria rubric for each topic 

• Captures and analyses progress, attainment and qualitative data from all student groups consistently to inform planning, intervention, modification and 

adaptation 

• Provides written reports to parents and the opportunity to discuss individual student progress, strengths and areas for development through parent 

teacher consultations 

• Engage in regular moderation activities, involving sharing samples of student work, assessing the work against predetermined success criteria rubrics 

and discussing the outcomes with colleagues to ensure that the same standards are being applied consistently across the department and secondary 

school 

• Utilises student voice through digital forms to inform CPD where appropriate 

 



  

Mathematics: KS4 Curriculum 



  



  

Mathematics: Year 9 Success Criteria 



 



  

Media: Curriculum Ambition 

Horizon International School’s pupils are bright and able young individuals who often enter into KS4 and KS5 with a diverse range of skills. Our curriculum 

aims to develop and refine their creative and technological skills and ensure they: 

• Enjoy and appreciate Media and all it has to offer, including opportunities for practical application 

• Are encouraged to develop lifelong transferrable skills and continue their studies at a higher level 

• Are challenged to develop media literacy including theoretical application 

• Engage with a broad range of texts to recognise, explore and celebrate the diversity offered through the media 

• Explore the ways in which texts reflect and interact with their social, cultural, political,  historical context 

• Continuously broadens their expertise with existing ideologies to be able to express complex ideas in a specific and sophisticated way 

• Can communicate confidently and appropriately through both spoken and written language to articulate their viewpoints and perspectives 

• Are equipped with the necessary skills to become active, media literate individuals who positively contribute to society 

 

These aims are realised through our curriculum which: 

• Includes a wide range of high-quality texts and resources including: film, music, magazines, news, advertising 

• Is organised thematically to stimulate depth and breadth of thinking 

• Encourages a culture of reading through continuous direction to additional sources around existing theories 

• Strengthens technical skills/application through the use of a range of software and hardware 

• Strengthens research and collaborative working skills through coursework units 

• Continues the culture of writing through evaluative pieces reflecting on areas of strength and weaknesses 

• Ensures that the curriculum is progressive, adapted, and diverse to develop skills based/values-based approaches so that students can articulate and 

transfer learning skills across the curriculum 

 

These aims are also implemented through data, assessment, reporting and moderation which: 

• Values and recognises the importance of students’ effort, engagement and attitude to learning within every lesson and every piece of work 

• Provides regular, effective feedback to students on how to progress further, supported with a success criteria rubric for each topic 

• Provides individulised target to allow students autonomy over their own learning journeys 

• Captures and analyses data consistently to inform planning, intervention, modification and adaptation, progress and attainment with trends in key groups 

• Provides written reports to parents and through parent teacher consultation to discuss individual student progress, strengths and areas for development 

• Engage in regular moderation activities, which  involves sharing samples of student work, assessing the work against predetermined success criteria 

rubrics and discussing the outcomes with colleagues to ensure that the same standards are being applied consistently across the department and 

secondary school 

 



  

Media: KS4 Curriculum 



  



 

  



  



 

Media: KS4 Success Criteria 



  

Modern Foreign Languages: Curriculum Ambition 

Horizon International School’s pupils are inquisitive and work with enthusiasm entering KS3 with a good foundation in both French and Spanish.  Our curriculum 

aims to consolidate and build on prior knowledge and ensure that they: 

• Are confident in expressing themselves in a foreign language 

• Are given an insight into the everyday life and culture of France and Spain, encouraging intercultural understanding 

• Develop their language learning skills through IT 

• Are encouraged to become independent enquirers, creative thinkers as well as reflective learners 

• Embrace collaboration and teamwork skills to facilitate effective communication and idea sharing, and become effective participators 

• Are encouraged to access literary texts both inside and outside the classroom to enhance learning 

• Effectively use media in the target language through film, television and appropriate websites 

• Are able to showcase their work through oral and written presentation 

• Can grasp grammatical concepts and use grammar independently across different contexts 

• Use their lexical knowledge of other languages and literacy skills in order to access the target language 

• Embrace a mindset of continuous, regular learning patterns in order to achieve and progress effectively 

 

These aims are realised through our curriculum which: 

• Includes a wide range of topics including: Self, family and friends, local and regional area, identity and culture, free-time activities, technology, customs and 

festivals, local and global areas of interest, current and future study and employment 

• Incorporates relatable topics which encourage the implementation of all four skills, listening, reading, writing and speaking 

• Reflects the world pupils live in, using contexts familiar to them in their everyday lives to stimulate interest 

• Allows them to become independent language learners through interactive activities in both vocabulary and grammar, thus enabling them to transfer their 

knowledge through a progressive and stimulating curriculum 

 

These aims are also implemented through data, assessment, reporting, moderation and student voice which: 

• Values and recognises the importance of students’ effort, engagement and attitude to learning within every lesson and every piece of work 

• Provides regular, effective feedback to students on how to progress further, supported with self-reflection feedback after each topic 

• Captures and analyses data consistently to inform planning, intervention, modification and adaptation, progress and attainment with trends in key groups 

• Provides written reports to parents and through parent teacher consultation to discuss individual student progress, strengths and areas for development 

• Engage in regular moderation activities, which  involves sharing samples of student work, assessing the work against predetermined success criteria rubrics 

and discussing the outcomes with colleagues to ensure that the same standards are being applied consistently across the department and secondary 

school 

• Utilises student voice through digital forms to inform CPD where appropriate 

 



  

MFL: KS4 Curriculum 





  



 

MFL: KS4 Success Criteria 



  



  

Physical Education: Curriculum Ambition 

Horizon International School’s pupils are bright and able young people who often enter KS3 with enthusiasm and a keen interest in Physical Education. Our 

curriculum aims to build on this and ensure that they: 

• Are equipped with the necessary learning and life skills and to be able to apply them to different concepts to cope within 21
st

 century challenges 

• Are developed holistically, enhancing thinking, personal, social and physical skills 

• Foster collaboration and teamwork skills to facilitate effective communication and idea sharing with respect and sportsmanship 

• Develop a lifelong love of sport and exercise, understanding how the body works and how to maintain a healthy, active lifestyle 

• Are provided with real-world experiences related to the world of sport, health, and exercise 

• Build their confidence, motivation and enthusiasm whilst learning to lead 

• Develop their physical ability, technique and fitness levels 

• Develop knowledge and understanding of a range of sports, activities and other areas of Physical Education included on the GCSE syllabus 

• Improve their decision-making skills and ability to apply these in both practice and competition 

• Understand how to give effective feedback through analysis and reflective practice, along with the importance of this 

• Are developing transferrable skills that can be utilised across a range of subjects and in future life 

• Embrace a mindset of resilience and adaptability to cope with a variety of activities and situations 

 

These aims are realised through our curriculum which: 

• Includes a wide range of sports and activities including Invasion Games, Athletics, Striking and Fielding, Swimming and Sports Education to name a few 

• Is organised thematically to stimulate depth and breadth of thinking, understanding and mastery through exploration, research and application 

• Makes links to the UAE, embracing and embedding initiatives and real-world sport and exercise opportunities 

• Has a running concept that is not associated with the physical side of the subject but a softer life skill, for example, 'Character Development' 

• Ensures that the curriculum is progressive, adapted, modified and diverse to develop skills based/values-based approaches so that students can articulate 

and transfer learning skills across the curriculum 

 

These aims are also implemented through data, assessment, reporting, moderation and student voice which: 

• Values and recognises the importance of students’ effort, engagement and attitude to learning within every lesson and every piece of work 

• Provides regular, effective feedback to students on how to progress further, supported with a success criteria rubric for each topic 

• Captures and analyses data consistently to inform planning, intervention, modification and adaptation, progress and attainment with trends in key groups 

• Provides written reports to parents and through parent teacher consultation to discuss individual student progress, strengths and areas for development 

• Engage in regular moderation activities, which  involves sharing samples of student work, assessing the work against predetermined success criteria 

rubrics and discussing the outcomes with colleagues to ensure that the same standards are being applied consistently across the department and 

secondary school 

 



  

Physical Education: KS4 Curriculum 



  



  

Physical Education: KS4 Success Criteria 



 

Psychology: Curriculum Ambition 

Horizon International School’s pupils are bright and able young people who often enter in Year 10 with strong skills in writing, reading, scientific concepts and 

curiosity to understand human behaviour. Our curriculum aims to build on this and ensure that they: 

1. Are inspired to be curious, hungry and excited to learn.  

2. Are encouraged to go beyond specification & exam boundaries through a range of opportunities that supports the wider context of psychology in the 

‘real world’. 

3. Develop a wide range of skills including reflection & metacognition to support greater independence & self-efficacy. 

4. Explore the cultural, social, political & historical significance of psychology. 

5. Develop their academic skills including analysis, evaluation and application to support the demands of further & higher education demands. 

6. Are equipped with the necessary skills to become active, successful citizens who responsibly embrace the challenges of tomorrow. 

 

These aims are realised through our curriculum which: 

• Is organised to stimulate depth and breadth of thinking, exploration, research, analysis, critical consideration and application. 

• Makes links to the UAE, embracing and embedding initiatives. 

• Includes a wide range of high-quality materials including research papers, videos, psychology platforms and discussion groups. 

• Ensures that the curriculum is progressive, adapted, and diverse to develop knowledge and skills/values-based approaches so that students can 

articulate and transfer learning skills across the curriculum. 

 

These aims are also implemented through data, assessment, reporting and moderation which: 

• Values and recognises the importance of students’ effort, engagement and attitude to learning within every lesson and every piece of work. 

• Provides regular, effective feedback to students on how to progress further, supported with a success criteria. 

• Captures and analyses data consistently to inform planning, intervention, modification and adaptation, progress and attainment with trends in key 

groups. 

• Provides written reports to parents and through parent teacher consultation to discuss individual student progress, strengths and areas for development. 

• Engage in regular moderation activities, which  involves sharing samples of student work, assessing the work against predetermined success criteria and 

discussing the outcomes with colleagues to ensure consistency within psychology and across secondary. 

 



  

Psychology: KS4 Curriculum 



  



  

Psychology: KS4 Success Criteria 



  

Science: Curriculum Ambition 

Horizon International School’s pupils are bright and able young people who enter KS3 with an enthusiasm for Science and are good thinkers and explorers of 

Sciences. Our curriculum aims to build and develop a wide range of skills to ensure they are: 

• Engaged and eager to explore all aspects of Science to become the future thinkers for the modern world  

• They are passionate about the exploration of Science and are encouraged to pursue a career in Science 

• To develop a range of scientific skills and competencies, including experimental design, data analysis, and practical laboratory skills. 

• To promote awareness of environmental and ethical issues related to science and to develop responsible attitudes towards the use and application of 

scientific knowledge. 

• To develop teamwork is often encouraged as a means of promoting collaborative learning and developing important skills such as problem-solving, critical 

thinking, and communication.  

• To promote cross-curricular links and transferable skills 

• To provide a broad and balanced education in Science 

 

These aims are realised through our curriculum which: 

• Includes a wide range of topics including Ecology, Earth Science, Genetics, Expanding Universe, Materials 

• Is organised thematically to stimulate depth and breadth of thinking, understanding and mastery 

• Encourages a culture of exploration, research and application through links to recent develops and discoveries 

• Ensures that the curriculum is progressive, adapted, modified and diverse to develop skills based/values-based approaches so that students can articulate 

and transfer learning skills across the curriculum 

 

These aims are also implemented through data, assessment, reporting, moderation and student voice which: 

• Values and recognises the importance of students’ effort, engagement and attitude to learning within every lesson and every piece of work 

• Provides regular, effective feedback to students on how to progress further, supported with a success criteria rubric for each topic 

• Captures and analyses data consistently to inform planning, intervention, modification and adaptation, progress and attainment with trends in key groups 

• Provides written reports to parents and through parent teacher consultation to discuss individual student progress, strengths and areas for development 

• Engage in regular moderation activities, which  involves sharing samples of student work, assessing the work against predetermined success criteria 

rubrics and discussing the outcomes with colleagues to ensure that the same standards are being applied consistently across the department and 

secondary school 

• Utilises student voice through digital forms to inform CPD where appropriate 



  

Science: KS4 Curriculum (Combined & Triple) 



  



  



  



  



  

Science: KS4 Success Criteria 

 



  





  

UAE MSC: Curriculum Ambition 

 Horizon International School’s pupils are ambitious individuals who enter the Moral, Social, and Cultural Studies with an inquisitive mind and eagerness to 

understand the world around them. Our curriculum aims to ensure that they: 

• Develop a deep understanding of moral values and principles, social norms, and cultural diversity to become responsible and considerate global citizens. 

• Engage in critical thinking to analyze and evaluate moral dilemmas, social issues, and cultural beliefs. 

• Cultivate empathy and compassion towards others irrespective of cultural or social backgrounds. 

• Foster communication skills that enable effective and respectful dialogue on moral, social, and cultural issues. 

• Build an appreciation for the rich tapestry of cultures around the world and the social constructs that bind communities together. 

• Understand the ethical implications of their choices and actions in an increasingly interconnected world. 

• Reflect on the historical and contemporary contexts that shape societal norms, values, and cultures. 

• Empower themselves with knowledge and skills to actively contribute positively to society and promote inclusivity. 

• Develop a sense of responsibility and commitment towards community service and social causes. 

 

These aims are realized through our curriculum which: 

Encompasses a wide array of topics including ethics, community, cultural diversity, social responsibility, human rights, and global citizenship. 

• Is structured in a manner that promotes an interdisciplinary approach, allowing students to see the interconnectedness of moral values, social 

structures, and cultural traditions. 

• Encourages active engagement, discussions, and reflections on real-world issues and scenarios to foster critical thinking and problem-solving skills. 

• Ensures progression and adaptation according to the diverse needs of the students to foster a comprehensive understanding. 

 

These aims are also implemented through data, assessment, reporting, moderation, and student voice which: 

• Acknowledges the significance of students’ commitment, participation, and perspective in learning and understanding the moral, social, and cultural 

aspects of life. 

• Provides regular, constructive feedback to students on how they can deepen their understanding and engagement, supported with a success criteria 

rubric for each topic. 

• Collects and analyses data to guide curriculum planning, intervention strategies, and adaptations for meaningful learning experiences. 

• Offers detailed reports to parents and through parent-teacher consultations to discuss students' progress, strengths, and areas for improvement. 

• Engages in regular moderation activities to ensure consistent standards and evaluation criteria across the department. 

• Employs student feedback to continually refine and improve the curriculum and teaching practices. 

• By immersing students in the study of moral values, social norms, and cultural diversity, we aim to equip them with the knowledge and skills to 

contribute positively to society and embrace the diverse world in which we live. 

 



UAE MSC: KS4 Curriculum 

 



  



 

UAE MSC: KS4 Success Criteria 

 



Name Designation Email 

Nicola Peacock Assistant Principal / Head of Post-16 nicola.peacock@hisdubai.ae 

Andrew Clifford Senior Leader / HOD Mathematics andrew.clifford@hisdubai.ae 

Kellie Gilhooley Senior Leader / Teacher of English kellie.gilhooley@hisdubai.ae 

Zareef Petkar Senior Leader / HOD Innovation & 

Enterprise 

zareef.petkar@hisdubai.ae  

Thomas Adams KS4 Progress Leader / Teacher of PE thomas.adams@hisdubai.ae 

Sharleen Whitney HOD Inclusion sharleen.whitney@hisdubai.ae 

Cliodhna Macsweeney Inclusion Teacher cliodhna.macsweeney@hisdubai.ae 

Abier Aly HOD Arabic abier.aly@hisdubai.ae 

Samy Yousef Teacher of Arabic A samy.ismaeil@hisdubai.ae 

Kholoud Jamous Teacher of Arabic A kholoud.jamous@hisdubai.ae 

Amira Azab Teacher of Arabic B amira.azab@hisdubai.ae 

Fahima Lebeibat Teacher of Arabic B fahima.lebeibat@hisdubai.ae 

Ibtsam Omar Teacher of Arabic B ibtsam.omar@hisdubai.ae 

Sahar Abdelwahab Teacher of Arabic sahar.abdelwahaba@hisdubai.ae 

Chloe Davidson Teacher of Art chloe.davidson@hisdubai.ae 

Amani Ahmed Teacher of Art amani.ahmed@hisdubai.ae 

Kerri West Subject Leader Drama kerri.west@hisdubai.ae 

Susannah Bull HOD English susannah.bull@hisdubai.ae 

Emily Williams Teacher of English emily.williams1@hisdubai.ae 

Jerdenne Wilson Subject Leader Media / Teacher of English jerdenne.wilson@hisdubai.ae 

Claire Zanjani HLTA  claire.zanjani@hisdubai.ae 

Sheree Strickland Subject Leader Geography sheree.strickland@hisdubai.ae 

Dominic Lenihan Teacher of Geography / UAE Social 

Studies 

dominic.lenihan@hisdubai.ae 

James Pillar Teacher of History / UAE Social Studies james.pillar@hisdubai.ae 

Ciaran Donnelly Teacher of ICT / Business ciaran.donnelly@hisdubai.ae 

Hina Mirza HOD Islamic hina.mirza@hisdubai.ae 

Arzak Ibrahim Teacher of Islamic A arzak.elbealy@hisdubai.ae 

Emad Ibrahim Teacher of Islamic A emad.mohammed@hisdubai.ae 

Sadia Perveen Teacher of Islamic B sadia.perveen@hisdubai.ae 

Stuart Parker Teacher of Mathematics stuart.parker@hisdubai.ae 

Natasha Desrayaud Teacher of Mathematics natasha.desrayaud@hisdubai.ae 

Rebecca Day-Lewis Teacher of Mathematics rebecca.daylewis@hisdubai.ae 

Jacqueline Lewis-Gorman HOD MFL jacqueline.lewisgorman@hisdubai.ae 

Martin Kelly Teacher of MFL martin.kelly@hisdubai.ae 

Key Professionals / Contact 



  

Mark Hughes Teacher of Music mark.hughes@hisdubai.ae 

Laura Treliving HOD Physical Education laura.treliving@hisdubai.ae 

Joanna Brandariz KS3 Progress Leader / Teacher of Dance joanna.brandariz@hisdubai.ae 

Charlotte Pease Head of Year 7 / Teacher of PE charlotte.pease@hisdubai.ae 

Alexander Tate Director of Enrichment / Teacher of PE alexander.tate@hisdubai.ae 

Benjamin Rowan Teacher of PE benjamin.rowan@hisdubai.ae 

Yassar Ali HOD Science yassar.ali@hisdubai.ae 

Remi Ojenikoh Teacher of Science remi.ojenikoh@hisdubai.ae 

Yasmin Boukersi Teacher of Science yasmin.boukersi@hisdubai.ae 

Brogan Mckelvie Teacher of Science brogan.mckelvie@hisdubai.ae 

Donna Young Teacher of Psychology / IPQ Coordinator donna.young@hisdubai.ae 



 

 

 

      

EVERYONE COUNTS, EVERYONE CONTRIBUTES, EVERYONE SUCCEEDS 
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